2008 Oregon Trail Lesson Plans

Lesson 1:  To give an overview of the Oregon Trail, TLW fill out a think sheet using the site “Pioneers” in the 3rd grade folder.  We will only visit two sections at this time.  They are “Where did they travel to?”  and “What are some of the trails they used?”.  These will show some maps of the journey as well.

-----------------After lesson 1, the lessons will incorporate read alouds, a Kidspiration template, and visits to websites in the third grade folder.-------------------------------------

     Read Aloud Topics	Read Aloud Book and pages

Lesson 2:  Why make the journey?	The Oregon Trail p. 4-9
					Covered Wagon Girl p. 6
					Oregon Trail Cooking p. 6

*Fill out the “Why They are Going to Oregon” section of the Kidspiration template.  When they finish they can work on a coloring page.

Lesson 3:  Who made the journey?		
	      and wagon train rules.	The Oregon Trail p. 14 and
Covered Wagon Girl 1st four paragraphs 
of p. 21
					Oregon Trail Cooking p. 9
					If You Traveled West in a … p. 18-19

	*Fill out the “Occupation” section of the Kidspiration template.
*When finished they should journal about the importance of wagon train rules or what some of them were.

Lesson 4:  Using other websites in the 3rd grade folder, TLW research to find out names of real people who traveled on the Oregon Trail and where they came from.  They will fill these out on the Kidspiration template and then print the template to a color printer.  

Lesson 5:  Using the Kidspiration template, TLW then get together with their desk group members and become a family.  They will draw their identity from a hat:  examples – father, mother, daughter, son, grandparent, etc.  Then as a group, they can decide their ages, what their names are, their occupations, and why they are going to Oregon.  The father or oldest member can decide on the family’s last name and where they are traveling from.

Based on their decisions, TLW each write an entry in their journals telling who they are, where they are moving from, and why they are going to Oregon.  They will complete the entry by explaining their feelings about going to Oregon.


Lesson 6:  Preparations for the trip.	The Oregon Trail p. 10-14
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 8-9
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 24 -25
					Oregon Trail Cooking p. 8
					If You Traveled West in a … p. 9-11
	
*Go to the “Pioneers” website in 3rd grade folders and view “How did they travel?”, “What were their wagons like?”, “What was a wagon train?” and “Who led the wagon train?”

*Journal about the lesson by creating a Venn Diagram comparing preparing for a 1860’s wagon trip and a trip in a mini-van.

Lesson 7:  Jumping Off Towns		Covered Wagon Girl p. 12

MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 8:  Inside a Wagon		Covered Wagon Girl p. 8-9

*Go to the “Pioneers” website in 3rd grade folders and view “What Did They Take With Them?”  Browse both links by clicking on the pictures.

	*Journal about the lesson.


Lesson 9:  A Day and Night on 	The Oregon Trail p. 16-19
	     the Trail.			Life on the Oregon Trail p. 12-15
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 26
					Oregon Trail Cooking p.13 and 
Nooning

     Children on the Trail	Life on the Oregon Trail p. 16-17
					If You Traveled West in a …p. 44-45
and 52-55

*Go to the “Pioneers” website in 3rd grade folders and view “What were their lives like on the trail?”  There are 4 short sections to read.

	*Journal about the lesson.




Lesson 10:  Chimney Rock		Oregon Trail Cooking p. 22-23
					If You Traveled West in a … p. 68-69
	
MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson.


Lesson 11:  Dangers/Crossing	The Oregon Trail p. 20-22
	       Barriers like 		Life on the Oregon Trail p. 20-21
	       Rivers and Mountain	Oregon Trail Cooking p. 17, p. 20

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 12: Fort Laramie		Covered Wagon Girl p. 16
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 22-23

MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson

Lesson 13: Accidents			The Oregon Trail p. 22 and 23 - 			              and Cholera			cholera
					Covered Wagon Girl p. 13

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 14: Independence Rock	Covered Wagon Girl p. 18-19

MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson.

· The third week (or so) of the unit I take digital pictures of the wagons that make up our wagon train.  Each seating group is a wagon and they dress up in some clothes I have.  Gail helps them put these pictures into a photograph of a site along the Oregon Trail so they look like they are really there.  
· During this time we also write a letter “home” from their location on the Oregon Trail telling where they are, what it is like, some experiences they’ve had so far on the trail, etc.  We write it in Microsoft Word.  
· After this we insert the letter and the digital picture of them at that spot into an email and send it to the Lewis 3rd grade class.  They act as our family “back home”.

Lesson 15: Water along the trail.	Oregon Trail Cooking p. 16

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 16: American  Indians		The Oregon Trail p. 23-24
					Covered Wagon Girl p. 15
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 18-19

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 17: South Pass/Rocky		Oregon Trail Cooking p. 26
	      Mountain/ Continental	If You Traveled West in a … p. 72
	      Divide	
	 
MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 18: Shortcuts			The Oregon Trail p. 30-33

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 19: Soda Springs		If You Traveled West in a … p. 70
	 Steamboat Springs
	 
MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 20: Special Occasions		Oregon Trail Cooking p. 24

	*Journal about the lesson.






Lesson 21: Devil’s Backbone		If You Traveled West in a …. p. 70
	 
MAP THIS!  Glue the thumbprint picture on the map in the packet and draw a line to where it was on the map.  Write how many miles this was on the journey and the approximate number of days they would have traveled to get to this point.

	*Journal about the lesson.

Lesson 22: The End of the Trail	The Oregon Trail p. 34-41
					Life on the Oregon Trail p. 28-30
					Oregon Trail Cooking p. 28
	
*Go to the “Pioneers” website in 3rd grade folders and view “What did they do after reaching their new homes?”

*Journal about the lesson by writing a letter back home telling their family what they did upon arriving in Oregon.

Final project:
Now I split the class up into specific topics to create a class Podcast.  (You can listen to my website – student work- to get some more information about this.)  Each student will research more in-depth the topic assigned them.  They will take notes on the graphic organizer in the Oregon Trail folder.  I’m changing the topics to:
1. preparation for the trip
2. schedules/daily life on the trail
3. transportation
4. difficulties along the trail.

When the individual research is done, all the kids with the same topic will met as a group and make an organized list of the information they found while researching.  They will then take the list and cut it up, sort it, and arrange it until the group has a paragraph.  One member will write it out and all will work on it until they all agree it sounds good ie:  topic sentence, details, conclusion sentence.

To complete this project, the group will split it up into parts with each student getting a sentence or two depending on how long of a paragraph they wrote.  They will practice reading them silently and orally until they are fluent readers.  Gail will then record them, and she takes care of turning it into a Podcast.  I share it with the class when it is complete.

Other possible activities
· Watch Oregon Trail videos
· Play Pictionary with Oregon Trail Words
(Using pictures; synthesizing)
· “Crossing the Snake River” writing activity
(Writing; synthesizing information)
· Draw a Venn Diagram comparing what supplies and
Items to pack in a 19th Century Wagon or a 20th Century 
moving van.
· Create a Venn Diagram to Compare the journeys in a car today 
with a covered wagon of 1843.
· Write a letter home describing the trip so far; experiences; 
feelings, etc.
Make sure there is an appropriate date, greeting, and closing.
(writing; synthesizing)
· Create an Acrostic ‘Name Poem” using a significant word 
from the Oregon Trail.  Ideas are wagon, oxen, trail, Oregon, 
river, diary, fort, plain, mountains, canyon, etc.
(synthesizing; describing, creating)
· Students will email the Lewis 3rd grade just like they were writing to them telling about a picture we inserted them into.


Media Center Books used for Read-Alouds:
The Oregon Trail from the “Let Freedom Ring” series by Elizabeth D. Jaffe
A Covered Wagon Girl The Diary of Sallie Hester, 849-1850 
Life on the Oregon Trail by Sally Senzell Isaacs
If You Traveled West in a Covered Wagon by Ellen Levine
Oregon Trail Cooking by Mary Gunderson
